
 

1 

 

 

Spring Edition                                                 September, October, November 2009 
 

Visit to Our TPTL Ministry in Myanmar and Thailand 
 

By George Glazier 

President, TPTL Australia 
 

I departed from Sydney on the afternoon of Sunday 

26
th
 July 2009, and returned in the early morning 

hours of Thursday 13
th

 August 2009. In the 

intervening (approximately 17) days, I met our 

representatives in Myanmar and Thailand and 

shared the hopes and aspirations of these two 

brothers in Christ and their respective families. The 

main purpose was to conduct a dedication of the 

newly acquired van for TPTL ministry in 

Thailand....but more of that as this report proceeds. 

 

The first stopover was in Bangkok where I was 

taken to the home of Somchai and Saengthong for 

what was left of the early hours of the Monday, then 

after breakfast a visit to a large shopping centre 

filled in till lunch-time and preparation for travel 

next morning to Yangon in Myanmar for the next 

full week. 

 

Challenge #1: Somchai explained that he was all 

but out of the last printing of the Thai Gospel of 

John. A new printing of 100,000 copies of the 

Gospel at the price of the previous printing (3.5 

baht per copy) would cost THB350,000 or 

A$14,000. We currently do not have available funds. 

 

I flew into Yangon the Tuesday morning and was 

met by Joseph and Molly Rajan, then was settled 

into a hotel. On Wednesday Joseph took me to meet 

Rev Aung Thet Nyunt, the co-ordinator of the relief 

work following “Nagis”, the name given to the 

storm disaster over the delta coastal area last year. 

This had caused at least 200,000 deaths and 2.7 

million people had been made homeless. Some 

agencies were financing homes and churches, but 

since we are a Scripture distribution ministry and 

most Bibles and Scripture portions had been lost, 

Joseph had offered the Gospel to be included with 

food packages. More are needed. 

Challenge #2: 100,000 copies of the Gospel of John 

will cost AUD 20 cents each, a total of A$20,000, 

and the New Testament plus Psalms and Proverbs, 

costing A$1.50 each would cost up to A$15,000 for 

up to 10,000 copies, and we currently have no 

available funds.   

 

If these Scriptures were to be supplied, Joseph 

proposes to reach out also to the Northern Shan 

States area in the mountains to the far north of 

Myanmar, bordering China, later this year. 

 

I also had a long discussion with Joseph regarding 

the printing of Ed Long booklets, for which some 

funds are available, and which are proving quite 

popular and helpful.  

 

 

 

It was a very wet day when we visited an orphanage 

in a different part of Yangon, and Joseph gave them 

200 copies of John’s Gospel. The ages of the 

residents range from 8 years to 25 years. 

 

Back to Bangkok accompanied by Joseph and his 

wife, Molly, and what a party of five we made as we 

took over Somchai and Saengthong’s home - great 

fellowship and great meals.  
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The Sunday Worship was held at Katchanaburi, the 

latest of Somchai’s planted churches, about four 

hours drive from Bangkok, in a very simple building 

in Karen village with a pulpit and a Cross and God’s 

Word.  
 

I brought a greeting from TPTL Australia. Joseph 

preached and Somchai interpreted. They sang to the 

music of clapping, this congregation of about 20 

then fed us lunch. 
 

 

 

Next day was Monday and the Dedication Service 

was held in the ground floor of the home, with the 

van sitting nose out to the street. There were 15 

present plus Somchai and Saengthong, many from a 

long distance. Saengthong led the proceedings, for 

exactly an hour. I recalled the history of Somchai’s 

transport with the Gospel on his motor bike initially, 

then in at least 2 successive vans (or was it 3, I 

forget) to this present new van. I also referred to the 

many people in Australia who had given 

sacrificially so that the van could now be acquired.  
 

 

Then I formally handed the keys to Somchai and led 

in prayer of dedication for the van and all who 

would travel in it.  
 

 

 

 

Joseph brought a brief word of exhortation based on 

Isaiah 52:7, changing the metaphor from “feet” to 

“wheels”, and “gifts from Australia” to “bring good 

tidings and publish peace...”  

 

 
 

 
 

Fellowship Lunch concluded the proceedings. 
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Field Officer Interviewed by Stephen 

McDonald on Radio 100.7 - The Light 
 

Stephen McDonald: This is 100.7-The Light, and I’m speaking to 

Stephen Downie of the Pocket Testament League. Stephen has been a 

guest on the program here once before and he’s coming back through 

Albury, visiting a number of churches. Perhaps, Stephen, you could 

tell us why you’re in Albury and what the Pocket Testament League 

does. 
 

 

Stephen Downie: Well, I’m here in Albury for 

ten days. I’ve been visiting churches in 

Albury-Wodong and Yackandandah. The 

Pocket Testament League is dedicated to 

spreading God’s Word through the Gospel of 

John, the New Testament in a pocket size, and 

through tracts. And we do it in a way where 

we encourage the Church and Christian 

people to hand the material out; and we do it 

at a minimum cost. We try to support people  

in doing whatever they can to spread the Word of God in their region. 
 

Stephen McDonald: So a typical thing you would encourage people to 

do would be to carry the New Testament or the Gospel with them so 

they could have them at ready access. But there’ve been some 

developments in the line of literature that you carry and encourage 

people to have as well. 
 

Stephen Downie: Yes, people take them for Scripture in schools; 

churches take them for functions and outreach. What’s happened in 

recent time, Iôve been with the Pocket Testament League seven years, 

and what has surfaced, I’ve noticed, is a real need in the country now 

for us to minister to people  like the Chinese, the Arabic, the Indians, 

people of various ethnic backgrounds. It’s really exciting to be able to 

tap into some of the Christian organisations that are printing materials 

like this so that I can have them available to churches and people to 

hand out. We’ve recently been able to get hold of some New 

Testament in Japanese language from the Hunter’s Hill 

Congregational Church. We’ve been able to get hold of Gospel of 

Luke from the Bible Society, some Bibles from the Bible League, 

some Chinese booklets called ñTwo Ways to Liveò from Matthias 

Media. We’ve been able to get some Arabic New Testament from the 

United States of America. So all of this is just going to be so 

tremendous because I’ve noticed a real awakening among churches 

wherever there have been Chinese Christians, Indian Christians, 

Arabic Christians. They’ve really caused kind of a revival within their 

own church because of their presence, because of their devotion. 
 

Stephen McDonald: And as English speakers, we often forget what a 

revolution it is for people to have the Word in their own language. 

And I know that the reach of the Pocket Testament League goes well 

beyond Australia, and you’re teaming up with other organisations to 

help take the Word into other places as well. 
 

Stephen Downie: Well, that’s another lovely development. Instead of 

us setting up an organisation or an 

office or all the infrastructure that 

is necessary to get into a country, 

we’ve been working through 

Christian Mission International in 

Romania and Moldova, and we’ve 

supplied them with 30,000 copies 

of the Gospel of John. We work 

through Wycliffe and Youth With A 

Mission in East Timor, and we’ve 

supplied them with 20,000 copies 

of Mark’s Gospel. These 

developments have been very, very 

exciting because it’s more about 

the Gospel, more about giving 

glory to God than worrying too 

much about our own organisations. 
 

Stephen McDonald: So, Stephen, 

if people are interested in having 

you visit their church, or they want 

to get involved with the Pocket 

Testament League, what’s the best 

way they can do that? 
 

Stephen Downie: We have an 

office at 4 Morgan Street in 

Kingsgrove, Sydney. Our phone 

number is 9502 2982. Everyone is 

welcome to get in touch with our 

Office Manager who will be happy 

to receive requests for church 

visitation/deputation as well as 

sending information to those who 

are interested in the ministry of the 

Pocket Testament League. 
 

 

The Pocket Testament 

League of Australia 
 

Telephone: 02 9502 2982 

Email: tptl@tptl.org.au 

Website: www.tptl.org.au 
 

Postal Address:  

P O Box 253, Kingsgrove,  

NSW 1480, Australia 
 

Office Address:  

1st Floor 4 Morgan Street, 

Kingsgrove, NSW 2208,  

Australia 

mailto:tptl@tptl.org.au
http://www.tptl.org.au/
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Reflection: 

Scripture Teachers 

on the Front Line... 
 

Romans 12:1, 2 

 

Scripture teachers are at the “coal 

face” of Australian society. They 

know how multicultural, how 

secular Australia has become as a 

nation. They know it is a spiritual 

battle for the hearts and minds of 

our children. 

 

I would like to see Churches 

regard their Scripture teachers as 

in missionary outreach, and 

prayed for in the Church and 

supported with the material and 

appreciated for their work. The 

world is on our doorstep, we 

don’t need to go overseas to be 

missionaries.  

 

Scripture teachers need our 

prayer and support. They often 

have to work with unco-operative 

principals. 
 

I have noticed Scripture teachers 

thrive on encouragement and 

rejoice in small blessings. Some 

Scripture teachers teach the class 

choruses and love it when they 

hear children singing the 

choruses when they meet them 

down the streets. 

 

Some have class-prayers and in 

question time it is known for the 

class teacher to put up her hand 

to join in the lesson. 
 

 
Stephen with Mrs Keryl Walker 

 

Mrs Keryl Walker is a Scripture 

teacher in Wodonga, Victoria. 

She was asked by her work 

supervisor to work extra hours 

but she refused because that was 

the day she was at Scripture in 

the school. Her supervisor looked 

at her in disbelief. 

 

Thanks be to God for Scripture 

teachers! 

 

Stephen Downie 
 

 

TPTL Australia Office has  
¶ The Gospel of John and 

Paul’s letter to the Romans in 

Arabic/English languages.  
 

 
 

Cost: 50 cents each. 
 

¶ The New Testament in 

Arabic/English languages. 
 

 
 

Cost: $2 each 
 
 

 

In the Mail  
 

Lily of Karama, NT, a student of 

TPTL Correspondence Course: 

English is my third language. I 

actually have a dictionary next to me 

while I study. I have to read a couple 

of times to get a clear understanding 

of the message. Honestly, I really 

can’t believe that I understand what 

I’m studying (if you know what I 

mean). I know the Holy Spirit is 

guiding me in my knowledge and 

understanding, and controlling my 

hands as I write this down. I’m just 

so glad I picked up this Bible Study 
and I’m really enjoying it to the 

max. 

 

Patrick of Queensland: On behalf of 

Rice, Brisbane, I would like to thank 

the Pocket Testament League for 

donating the Bibles. We hope and 

pray that with the help of the Bibles, 

we can continue to bring the teens 

into a relationship with God and 

encourage them to sharpen their 

“sword of the Spirit” and be 

equipped with the “full armour of 

God”. We are very appreciative of 

your help and hope to be able to 

work together to spread the Good 

News to those who have not yet 

heard it and bring them into a 

relationship with God. 

 

Susan of USA: You don’t remember 

me I am sure, but you sent me a New 

Testament so that I could send it to 

my sponsored child in East Timor. I 

have received several letters from 

her since then and she hasn’t 

mentioned receiving it. We are told 

that sometimes letters are opened if 

someone thinks there is something 

inside they might want. But I 

suppose the whole point is that the 

New Testament got to someone who 

must have really wanted it if they 

kept it and that is the main objective 

to pass the New Testament on 

although I really wanted my 

sponsored child to have it. 

 

Joseph Rajan, Myanmar: During 

early April, the Southeast Asia Bible 

College in Mandalay held a 

Graduation Ceremony where 12 

students graduated. I gave each of 

them a copy of the New Testament 

and a set of booklets. John’s Gospel 

and booklets were also given to 300 

people who were there. The 

Principal and the faculty members 

thank TPTL Myanmar and Australia 

for donating such valuable literature 

to them. Please join me in prayer 

that the seeds which are sown will 

soon bear fruit for God.  

 

Compiled by Linda Spankie 

TPTL Office Manager 


