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TPTL Myanmar  – A Report 
 

By God’s grace, Molly and I were able to visit Bangkok 
from the end of January to the first week of February, and 
meet with Somchai, TPTL Director, Thailand, and his 
wife, Saengthong. It was our first meeting with this 
beautiful couple. What a blessing and joy it was to see 
their ministry among the Thai people! 
 

Somchai related to us the amazing response to the 
Evangelistic Outreach Mission held in Northern Thailand 
over the Christmas season. We spent some time 
exchanging the views and experiences we have had in 
TPTL ministry in our respective countries. We also 
shared the vision of bringing mission teams to minister in 
each other’s country. Joseph and Molly Rajan 
 

 
 

It was good to know each other as brothers serving 
the Lord Jesus in the same ministry. 
 

 
 

On Sunday morning I was invited to speak at the 
Independent AOG Church in Chiang Mai. The 

Pastor and members of the church expressed that 
they found the message an encouragement for the 
New Year. Praise God! 
 

Back home in Myanmar, I am printing 50,000 
copies of John’s Gospel and 2,000 copies of the 
New Testament. These will soon be made available 
to various denominational groups for distribution in 
the church camps around the country. 
 

A letter was received recently from the Myanmar 
Christian Musical Fellowship expressing their 
appreciation to TPTL Myanmar for the Gospel of 
John which they distributed widely during their 
Christian Gospel Music presentations and the 
preaching of the Word in different parts of 
Myanmar, and thanking God for lives changed by 
His Word. 
 

Remember Mark 13:10, “And the Gospel must first 
be preached to all nations.” 
 

Thanks be to God for using us for His glory! 
 

Prayer requests: Please join us in prayer for 
· The distribution of the Gospel of John in various 

parts of Myanmar, 
· Greater response to the Correspondence Course 
· Mission Trip to Northern Shan States in December 
 

Reported by Joseph Rajan 
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From the Desk of our Field Officer 
 

 
New Age spirituality has been 
described by one of our Christian 
leaders in Australia as now 
mainstream. That is to say, it is 
now accepted in our society. 
 

New Age spirituality is a 
philosophy without Christ. It is 
recognised in craft shops, local 
markets, books and festivals. It is 
promoted by high profile people. 
 

A favourite for New Age people is 
to say, “I am not religious but I am 
spiritual!”   
 

New Age does not use the word, 
“spiritual”  in the same way as 
Christian believers do, as is true of 
other words that have been 
hijacked by the New Age. 
 

 
Springwood Foundation Day: prayers, 
counselling & the gospels  available 
 

The Father’s House in Lawson, 
NSW, has been setting up a stall in 
Springwood NSW Festival and 
offering prayer and counselling as 
well as handing out the Gospel of 
John, “New Day, New Life” from 
TPTL. They will have a stall at the 
Winter Magic Festival in 
Katoomba where many New Age 
people attend in their thousands.  
 

 
Don and Mary 

 

Don and Mary of Bethshan 
(Christian Conference Centre and 
Retirement Village) have, for years, 

been handing out tracts and copies 
of John’s Gospel. This year they 
will include the leaflet, “Love is 
the Bridge”. 
 

They place these materials in 
shopping centres or distribute them 
when they make contacts with 
people. They always pray about the 
distribution before they set out and 
often the Lord would lead them to 
people in need. They believe in the 
scripture that says, “So is my word 
that goes out from my mouth: It 
will not return to me empty.” 
(Isaiah 55.11) 
 

 
Stephen speaking at Penshurst RSL 
sponsored by Revival Life Centre 
 

 
Prayer Time at Penshurst RSL 
 

George of Leeton is a Gideon and 
78 years old. He attends a 
Presbyterian Church that has an 
average of 12 to 13 people. He has 
handed out 1,000 copies of the 
Gospel of John in Narrandera. On 
the cover of each copy he has a 
label with a phone number  
inviting people to ring with their 
prayer requests. Some good 
responses have been recorded.  
 

Hundreds of the tract, “In Times 
Like These” and of the Gospel of 
John have been distributed in the 
aftermath of the Victorian Bush 
Fire by the Salvation Army and 
Glen Park Gospel Chapel. 
 

200 copies of John’s Gospel, 200 
copies of the New Testament, 20 
copies of the Bible and many tracts 
were taken by Pastor Doug of 
Grace Fellowship in Griffith. 
 

200 copies of the Gospel of John 
were taken by Pastor Alwyn (a 
Gideon) of Coalfield Baptist 
Church for Scripture in schools. 
 

200 copies of John’s Gospel were 
taken by Pastor Harry of the 
Armenian Church in Northbridge 
for distribution in the high rise 
buildings and streets. 
 

200 copies of Luke’s Gospel were 
taken by Camden Christian 
Assembly. 
 

 
Stephen was the Guest Speaker at the 
International Fellowship held at Central 
Baptist Church 
 

In this day and age of technology, 
the visual aids available to people, 
there is still nothing as good as 
people having the Scriptures in 
their own hands that they can read 
for themselves. 
 

In Acts chapter 8, Philip and the 
Ethiopian talked over the meaning 
of Isaiah 53:7-8; and Philip led the 
Ethiopian to the Lord. That 
conversion was the beginning of 
the Church in Ethiopia! 
 

Stephen Downie 
 
 

THE POCKET 
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Summer Evangelistic Outreach 
 

Reported by Somchai 
TPTL Evangelist in Thailand 
 

Our Summer Evangelistic Out-
reach in Central, Northern and 
North Eastern Thailand began in 
early February. Before we went out 
we prayed for 100 people to accept 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. We 
praise God that more than 100 
Thais, Hill Tribes and prisoners 
have come to Christ during the 
months of February, March and 
April.  
 

2nd to 8th February: Five women 
volunteers from different churches 
helped us in Kanchanaburi at the 
border of Burma. We used TPTL 
Ban Rai Church as our Outreach 
Centre. Members of this church 
joined us in bringing the Good 
News of Jesus to the Thais, 
Burmese, and the Hill Tribes in the 
area. During the day we distributed 
John’s Gospel from house to 
house, and village to village. In the 
evening, we conducted open-air 
meetings. We thank God for 19 
people who accepted Christ as  
their Saviour.  
 

10th to 15th February: Members of 
Thaveephon Sripachan Church in 
Suphanburi’s Sripacha District 
supported us in the open-air night 
meetings in different villages and 
the distribution of John’s Gospel 
during the day. 22 people came to 
the Lord. 
 

 
Open Air Evangelistic Outreach 
 

19th to 28th February: We spent 10 
days ministering in Ayutaya and 
Uthai Thani provinces. Members 
of the local churches welcomed us 
warmly, some members also 
provided us meals. We thank God 
that the people in the region were 

open to the Lord. 34  committed 
their lives to the Lord. 
 
1st to 9th March: We had a very 
good time in Eastern Thailand. 
Members and leaders of Life 
Centre in Pattaya and Sriracha 
Blessed Church worked with us in 
the distribution of John’s Gospel 
and at the open-air meetings in the 
markets. 
 

13th to 22nd March: A team of 14 
people from Grace Baptist Church 
in Tennessee, USA, joined our 
outreach in Northern and Northeast 
Thailand. Several summer storms 
hampered our mission and caused 
extensive damage to our 
equipments. The unusually low 
night temperature affected many of 
our team members. Despite these 
problems, our hearts were strongly 
committed to the outreach. All who 
came to our meetings enjoyed the 
movies, music, dramas, preaching, 
and testimonies. The Lord led 34 
young people and adults to 
Himself.  
 

We held Children’s Camps in Kha 
Nong Gam Church and Lao Yue 
Church. Praise God, many children 
decided to follow Christ. 
 

 
Baptism 
 

17th to 20th March: During our 
outreach at Trat Province in 
Eastern Thailand, I baptised 8 
people. Soon after that we 
farewelled the mission team from 
USA and thanked God for their 
participation. 
 

1st to 7th April:  Saengthong held a 
Sunday School Teachers Training 
Course and a Children’s Camp at 
Saengthum Church in Nong Pai 
District. Many Sunday School 
teachers from the villages attended 
the training. They learned many 

new things and new ideas from 
Saengthong. Open-air evangelistic 
meetings were held near the church 
and at night markets. 
 

 
Sunday School Camp 
 

10th to 16th April was Thai New 
Year Songkrang Festival. Unfor-
tunately, this celebration was over-
shadowed by riots in Bangkok, 
caused by political problems and 
economic crisis in our country.  
 

We thank God for His provision 
and protection during our Summer 
Outreach. The outreach continues 
until the end of June. 
 

Please pray with us for: 
· our Summer Outreach in May 

and June. 
· 15 Pastors who will be going 

with me to Ho Chi Minh City 
to attend the Leadership Train-
ing from 27th May to 2nd June. 

· me as I organise a Leadership 
Training for 300 to 500 people 
from the Hill Tribes in Mae 
Hong Song’s Mae La Noi 
District in Northern Thailand, 
from 6th to 8th October. 

· journey mercy during the 
outreach campaign. 

· follow-up programme for new 
believers 

· those taking the Correspon-
dence Course 

· our seven TPTL Churches 
· our health. 
· God’s power to stand against 

the wiles of the devil. 
 

Truly, we thank God for what He 
has done in and through our lives.  
 

We appreciate your faithfulness in 
prayer and financial support. Some 
of you have been praying for us 
and supporting us for more than 30 
years. We thank God for every 
remembrance of you.! 
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Reflection: Hebrews 11 

When Good People  
Do Nothing Evil Prevails 
 

 
I was in the Leeton, Griffith and 
Narrandera area of country New South 
Wales early in the year and I drove into the 
main street of Griffith for a night meeting 
and was deeply moved to see the memorial 
statue of Donald Mackay. It brought back 
many memories of the names of notoriety 
in Australia, the drug dealing; and the 
death of Donald Mackay whose body was 
never found.  
 

He was a man who paid the ultimate price for standing up to what 
was wrong in society. His wife, Barbara Mackay, continued the fight 
and wrote a book, “The Code of Silence”. A remarkable Christian 
couple! 
 

While in Tasmania I met a 20 year old young man who was a 
Christian and from Afghanistan. I was very humbled in his presence 
because he said he was going back to Afghanistan to share the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus with his countrymen. He has come from an Islamic 
family in Afghanistan and he has a death sentence on his head but the 
love of the Lord, the love for the people and the knowledge that they 
can be saved from darkness sends him back into this danger and 
possible persecution. 
 

In 1958, Dr Martin King Jr had a dream and that dream is only now 
being realised and it has taken over 50 years to come true and it cost 
him his life. 
 

These people and so many other people believe that truth and the love 
of the Lord and the Gospel and the salvation of souls is worth more 
than life itself. 
 

The stories of faith and people in Hebrews chapter 11 are heroes of 
the Bible. Many more names can be added in the Book of Life known 
to God. I am always touched by the mention of those anonymous 
people towards the end of the chapter:  
 

“Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might 
gain a better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still 
others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, they were put to death by the sword. The world was not 
worthy of them. These were all commended for their faith.” 
 

We who love the Lord come from a long line of sacrifice and 
commitment and the faith is handed on to us to hand on to others. 
 

 
Stephen Downie 
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Sheila Hortham, WA: Thank you 
so much for your regular news-
letter which I find, quite literally, 
inspiring. This last Christmas I 
found some attractive Christmas 
tracts and handed them out outside 
our local supermarket on Christ-
mas Eve. I was surprised at myself 
because that’s not my usual 
behaviour. But your newsletter has 
inspired me over the years and I 
really felt that was what God 
wanted me to do. Because I was so 
sure it was what God wanted, I 
discovered I didn’t feel a bit 
nervous – it’s God’s job to bring 
fruit from it. Thank you for the 
work you are doing. 
 

Joan of Glen Park Gospel 
Church, Eltham North, Victoria: 
The Grades 3 and 4 children in the 
CRE classes at Eltham Primary 
School received the Gospel of John 
for Easter and were obviously 
thrilled as they started reading 
straight away! I trust some of the 
parents would have read them too 
by now. We used John’s Gospel at 
Easter and also had some 
available at the Bush Fire Service 
and at the Rock Concert.(for Bush 
Fire Relief and Support) where 6 
from our church were asked to be 
counsellors to the Bush Fire 
victims and CFA members. 
 

Danny of Gosford, NSW: Thank 
God for what He is accomplishing 
around the world, and especially 
in Australia and other places 
through the ministry of the Pocket 
Testament League. I pray that God 
will open the hearts of people this 
year to the soul-saving Gospel. I 
thank God for confirming His 
Word as it goes forth. 
 

James of Highgate Hill, Qld: I 
love your John’s Gospel: “My 
Friend Jesus”. I gave them to 
people I meet in the taxi. I am a 
taxi driver. I pray for your ministry 
and trust the Lord will continue to 
bless this special ministry. 
 

Compiled by Linda Spankie 
TPTL Office Administrator  


