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Who iIs responsible

to reach out to these people?

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation of everyone who
believes, for the Jews first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith, as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.”” (Romans 1:16-17)

It is again my pleasure to share with you what the Lord Jesus has done in our
ministry during the months of June to September. Heavy rain and storm and
flooding around Thailand had made it difficult for us to hold open-air
evangelistic meetings. But we thank God that we were still able to work and
serve Him.

We distributed the Gospel of John in slums, schools and government flats in
Bangkok and upcountry. The living conditions in the slum and flats are
appalling. We saw groups of people gambling, and drinking alcohol; some
getting totally drunk. We saw young people sniffing glue, smoking opium
and heroin, and some injecting heroin. I cannot help thinking, all the time,
who is responsible to reach out to these people in about 1200 slums in
Bangkok. Even more importantly the souls of these people are lost without
God. I thank God that He has called us and given us the burden for these
people: to bring them out of darkness into His light.

In the month of July, with the help of some young Christians and Bible
School students, 10,100 copies of the Gospel of John were delivered to each
home in three slums and nine flats, and to each student in five schools. Many
showed interest in our ministry. We had a great opportunity to share with
them our faith in Christ. Twelve people accepted Christ as their personal
Saviour. Some parents asked us to help them to bring their children, who had

drug problems, to the Christian
Church. They believed that the Lord
Jesus Christ could help and heal them.

We held our Evangelistic Outreach,
Sunday School Teachers Training and
Children’s Camp in Central and
Northern Thailand in August. The first
place that we stopped for our outreach
was  Suphanburi’s  Sriprachan in
Samchuk district. A very severe rain-
storm caused extensive damage to our
equipment. Heavy rain and unusually
low temperature made night-time
program difficult for all of us. Despite
these problems, our hearts were
strongly committed to the outreach.

We had an accident on a very bad road
into a village. I drove very carefully
and slowly. Because of the heavy rain,
I could not see the road. The van
slipped into the field. We thank God
that the six of us were not hurt. Some
Christians in the village came to help
us. We thank God too that the van was
not damaged. We were able to
continue to serve Christ until the end
of our program. We were so busy that
often we had little time to sleep. Many
villagers and members of the hill-
tribes came to talk to us. They had lots
of questions.

In some places we slept on mats.
Sometimes we had problems with
mosquitoes and other insects. The
team and I got up each morning at
6am for worship and personal
devotions. After breakfast we went
out distributing the Gospel of John
and visiting the poor.

Continued in page 2
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Meditation: Luke 2:1-7

Making Room

If you have been chosen to be the
Innkeeper in the Christmas play you
know you only have to learn one
line: “There is no room in the Inn.”

We are living in a society where
such a statement could be made by
people over and over again: “I’m too
busy; I have other things to do; I'm
making money, there is no room in
my life for God!”

We have to make room for things
that are important. We can make
room for the unexpected guest and
make the food go around. Can we
make room for Jesus the honoured
guest during this season? “Have you
any room for Jesus He who bore
your load of sin,” says the hymn.

I was browsing through St David’s
Anglican Cathedral in Hobart — the
Church which hosted the service for
the Port Arthur massacre — and I
noticed a statement posted on the
front door of the Church: “Make the
door of this house wide enough to
receive all who need human love and
fellowship; narrow enough to shut
out all envy, pride and strife. Make
its threshold smooth enough to be no
stumbling block to children nor to
straying feet; but rugged and strong
enough to turn back the tempter’s
power. God make the door of this
house the gateway to Thine eternal
Kingdom.”

Amen.

Stephen Downie,
TPTL (Australia) Field Officer

News for your prayers:

Booklets by Ed Long: 5000 “What is
a Real Christian” 5000 “Jesus is
Coming” and 5000 “Anger” are to
be translated into Burmese and
printed in Myanmar for distribution.
Please pray for TPTL Myanmar in
the crisis in that country.

Continued from page 1

The Karen Pastors led us to meet
some widows and old people who
had no one to care for them.

We met a 91 years old blind widow,
Nahama, with two granddaughters,
aged 5 and 7. They lived in a small
bamboo hut. They had nothing to eat
and no mosquito nets or blankets etc.
Immediately we went to the market
to buy things for them, and we gave
them some money. We promised to
visit them again. The two kids
walked about four kilometres to
school. Both of them are now
attending a church near their home.

One hundred and ten Sunday School
teachers attended the training. They
learned practical lessons from
Saengthong. Three hundred children
attended the camp. We provided
them meals. Six women helped to
cook for the kids.

At the end of the program, Saeng-

thong gave them presents and
balloons. They wanted Saengthong
to come back in March or April next
year.

Our evening Evangelistic Meetings
commenced as soon as the villagers
and members of the hill-tribes
arrived at 7pm. Prior to that I would
drive the van around the village with
the loudspeaker to invite them.

Those who came from other villages
had to walk three or four kilometres.

In each village we would look for a
large hall to hold the meetings.
Sometimes we would meet in a
school football field. Many people
came each night to hear the Gospel,
enjoy the films, music, drama,
testimonies and preaching. We thank
God that 36 villagers publicly
confessed Jesus Christ as their
Saviour. On our return to Bangkok,
we stopped to help different
churches in Tak, Khamphanphet and
Nakhonsawan.

During the month of September,
churches in Uthaithanee’s Banrai,
Nonagchan, Tubtan districts wel-
comed us warmly and enthusiasti-
cally joined us in the evangelistic
preaching. Our ministry was ham-
pered by heavy rain and flooding.
Sometimes the deluge was so intense
that we could not hold the meetings.
We were saddened when we
returned home to learn that twelve
people in the village we had visited
lost their lives.

For several weeks, I was ill with
influenza. Thank God, 1 have
recovered completely.

In looking back, we are grateful to
God for His provision and protection
during our outreach missions. We
give glory to God for the people who
came to salvation in Christ. Please
continue to pray for us and for our
ministry  especially during the
months of November and December
because most people are very
interested in Christmas and it is a
very good opportunity to share
Christ with them.

Please pray for:

o Qur Christmas outreach

e Qur follow-up program: that the
new believers will continue to
grow spiritually

e QOur Correspondence Course
students

e Qur six home churches

o Qur health

e Qur Compassion and Care
program

We wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy 2008. May
our Living Lord bless and give you
wisdom, each and strength!

Yours in His service
Somchai
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